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FISHING  DISCARDS:  unwanted catches (live or dead)

Size restrictions, quotas, specific regulations or economic reasons

NEGATIVE IMPACT: fishery resources and the environment

Particularly in trawl fisheries
Depends on: area & vessels

Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and quotas:
• Species with maximum catch limits or size 

restrictions.
• Obligation to land all catches.
• Commercialization is prohibited.

NOT Total Allowable Catches (TACs) and quotas:
• Species caught accidentally.
• Obligation to land some of these species.
• Not commercially interesting.

TYPES OF DISCARDS
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OBJECTIVE OF THE NEW COMMON FISHERIES POLICY (CFP):
Gradually eliminate the practice of discards…

…by introducing the obligation to land all catches…
…including those that were previously discarded.

I.e.: all catches of species with size restriction, 
TACs & quotas

Retained on board and landed

STUDY FOCUS:
Integrated management of discards in Andalusian trawling fleet…

…aligning with the Andalusian Strategy for Sustainable Blue Economy.
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Characteristics of the trawling fleet in the Andalusian fishing areas (Source: AGAPA).

TotalMediterraneanGulf de Cadiz

227101126No. Vessels

465143Average Size (Gt)

141128152Average Power (kW)

191919Average Lenght (m)

242722Average Age
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Distribution of the Andalusian trawling fleet by home port (Source: AGAPA).

Isla Cristina 
(Huelva)

40

Sanlúcar de 
Barrameda 

(Cádiz)
35

Vélez-Málaga 
(Málaga)

20

Motril 
(Granada)

14

Almería 
32
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Discarded Catch (kg)Retained Catch (kg)Total Catch (kg)

± SDMeanMax.Min.± SDMeanMax.Min.± SDMeanMax.Min.

42,231152006054,82952004065,83210300100D1

23,0972,33100605,7743,33504028,87116,67150100D2

27,0756,111302021,2070,281103437,60126,3120057D3

28,2850703056,57901305084,8514020080D4

2,8951,6755502,8988,3390855,00140145135D5

72,17116,672007572,17116,6720075144,34233,33400150D6

100100100250250250350350350D7

100100100100100100200200200D8

757575757575150150150D9

Estimated* total catch, retained & discarded by set. Port: Sanlúcar de Bda, Cádiz.

6* ECOFISH PROJECT DATA
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kg/setD9D8D7D6D5D4D3D2D1
75,030,254,264,562,791,691,8101,8128,0140,1B1
75,08,435,143,639,166,066,377,498,1112,8B2
51,751,827,218,017,411,811,822,254,360,5B3
100,029,30,012,211,339,039,048,080,387,7B4
100,027,02,813,112,140,540,549,781,289,2B5
100,041,712,68,611,829,729,536,873,077,5B6
51,749,425,115,915,014,014,224,656,062,8B7
116,734,911,37,90,029,029,139,369,177,7B8
100,048,721,312,614,219,219,026,862,867,1B9
100,017,415,426,125,053,853,963,293,6102,6B10
51,760,236,927,226,63,23,915,644,851,2B11
115,0107,983,673,474,145,145,036,031,78,2B12
75,010,729,039,537,566,566,676,5104,2115,0B13
51,763,039,029,229,00,00,912,443,948,8B14
75,03,626,936,433,461,962,172,697,9110,1B15
100,017,715,326,025,053,853,963,293,7102,5B16
115,0110,887,777,377,748,848,741,027,30,0B17
115,0129,1102,892,494,466,466,155,255,027,8B18
115,0186,5160,6150,5152,0123,5123,2112,9100,577,9B19
51,765,743,834,133,17,07,715,337,545,1B20
116,726,78,812,78,236,937,047,475,685,4B21
75,024,747,658,056,385,385,495,3122,2133,8B22
50,054,627,617,319,914,614,320,958,461,2B23
100,038,212,20,07,929,229,238,071,077,3B24
100,031,425,334,636,462,762,669,9105,2110,6B25
73,392,172,863,161,835,235,633,79,724,0B26
50,063,238,428,228,83,12,811,345,949,3B27
116,734,212,08,91,429,229,439,868,877,8B28
73,397,880,371,069,143,944,343,30,027,3B29
115,0112,591,681,681,052,852,947,319,712,1B30
116,734,811,48,10,229,029,139,369,177,7B31
75,017,246,155,451,879,579,890,8112,1126,7B32
100,039,313,65,05,125,825,835,367,374,4B33
51,761,837,226,527,65,15,213,247,250,8B34
51,762,939,830,229,52,93,614,242,048,3B35

3000,0TOTAL
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kg/setD9D8D7D6D5D4D3D2D1
75,030,254,264,562,791,691,8101,8128,0140,1B1

8

kg/setD9D8D7D6D5D4D3D2D1
100,029,30,012,211,339,039,048,080,387,7B4
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DISCARDS (kg) IN A SET

4 SETS IN A FISHING DAY

STANDAR TRAY STOWAGE

7.325 kg IN A TRAY

TOTAL VOLUME
9
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% Ocupación bodegaV total bandejas (m3)Nº bandejaskg/jornada

9,100,86141300,0B1
15,770,86141300,0B2
3,580,60929206,7B3
6,661,15555400,0B4
6,961,15555400,0B5
5,701,15555400,0B6
3,670,60929206,7B7
8,701,34464466,7B8
5,941,15555400,0B9
7,811,15555400,0B10
3,750,60929206,7B11
6,281,32363460,0B12
6,920,86141300,0B13
3,540,60929206,7B14
8,440,86141300,0B15
7,391,15555400,0B16
6,871,32363460,0B17
4,611,32363460,0B18
3,911,32363460,0B19
4,070,60929206,7B20
9,611,34464466,7B21
7,980,86141300,0B22
2,940,58828200,0B23
6,531,15555400,0B24
5,441,15555400,0B25
7,550,86141293,3B26
3,230,58828200,0B27
9,051,34464466,7B28
10,310,86141293,3B29
9,421,32363460,0B30
8,731,34464466,7B31
19,040,86141300,0B32
6,841,15555400,0B33
3,380,60929206,7B34
3,790,60929206,7B35
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EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT OF DISCARDS

Crucial to ensure product quality

Management and 
Stowage of 
Discards

• Physical, spatial and economic effort…
• On board & in the fish markets.

SOLUTIONS are proposed to:
•Utilize discards.
•Add value to the unwanted catch.
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POSSIBLE USES

12

food products

aquaculture feed

fertilizer

A POSSIBLE OPTION:

“On board Silage”

• Additional space

• € vessel modernization

LARGE VESSELS

&

FACTORY VESSELS

ADVANTAGES IN 

HANDLING

&

STORING

DISCARDS
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Sustainability & Profitability

of the fishing activity in the region. 13

ANOTHER OPTION:

“Processing plant near the fish markets”

Reduction of logistical costs.

• Immediate processing of discards. 

• Maximises the commercial value of discards.

• Minimises transport damage.

Efficient 
Management
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• Importance of the CFP for fisheries sustainability…
• …with adaptations to fleets.

• Need for specific strategies…
• …to manage different types of discards.

• Opportunities for utilization through…
• …on board silage production…
• …or installation of processing plants.
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• Challenges such as…
• … additional space on board…
•… and economic investment to modernize vessels.

• Importance of efficient and responsible management…
• …to promote the Sustainable Blue Economy in Andalusia.
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